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TO THE READER. 


FS Entle Reader , Becauſe in this 
2 Letter, mention is made of the 
Z2 Gcorgians, who are akinderf 
7 Chriſtians that /iue in another 
v4 Y part of the world , and ſo per. 
\OE haps vnknowne pnto thee . 
Therefore I thought good to diref# thee to ſome 
Authors from whom thou maiſt receiue informati. 
on concerning therr Fiate and conditt 0n,044 followeth. 
T hoſe travells,which with ſome toyle and dan. 
ger were performed and afterward recorded with 
ſmcerity and diligence by M* George Sandys, 
baue diſcouered the Country of theſe Georgians to 
be ſituate in Alia betweene Colchos, Caucaſus, 
the Caſpian Sea and Armenia; heretofore Ibe- 
ria and Albania, wherebe a ſeth that himſelfe 
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To the Reader. 


and his fellow-trauellers were courteouſly entertai- 
ned by one of their Biſhops. T hey are a warlike peo- * 
a both fides with the Turkiſh and 
Perſian inſolencies. They haue a Metropolitan of 
their owne,, ſome ſay ,the ſame that 15 reſident in 
Mount Sinai. They are divided into eighteene Bi. - 
ſhepricks, and are net bere to be diſtinguiſhed from 
the Sorians,nor they fr om them, being almoſt of one 
religion, and called Mclchites heretofore of their 
adverſaries, which fagnifies a kingin the Syrian i. 
Tongue, for that they would not embrace the hereſis | 
of Eutiches and Dioſcorus , but obeyed the edit ill} 
af the Emperour,and the Councell of Chalcedon. Wt 
Their Patriarks us true Patriarke of Antioch; Ill / 
who abides in Damaſco, for that Antioch ies: Ii 1 
now wel-nigh deſolate,@/c. lib. 3.pag. 172, More. L 
7 over their ſett and original isrelatea-by M* Sam, ll * 
| | Purchas in hs Pilgrim 2 part. lib g.$. 5- And 8 tt 
S* Walter Rawleigh mm the firſt part of bis Bi.  ** 
flory ofthe world,chap.7. 9 10. Feaking of the | © 
Mountaines of Armenia , os which the Arke of w/ 
Noah wasforſaken by the waters, out of Prolomy I '4/ 
and Pliny doth ſhew that they were not the ſame | Cl 
with the Gordizan mountaines , and that from deg 
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the Northermoſi of theſe did the Georgians take | 
their names, who were firſt Gordians and then... 
Georgians, who amidſi all the ſtrength of the grea- 
teſt Infidels of Perſia and Turkie,doe full remaine 
good. Chriſtians ,vſmg the language and. Holes of 
the Grecians. 
T heſe,though farre di/lant from Rome yet are 
nt free from Romiſh temprations and deluſions, 
contriued and put in pra Giſe bytboſe peſiulent. Ver. 
mine and freading Vnlecdsthe [cfuits; who are 
nt content. to at and teach their execrable do- 
firines of ſedition,rebellion and the like, tending to 
* the rune of man-kinde , only in Europe ; as bath 
lately beene well obſerued of them, but haue entred lathe preface 


yon other parts of the world , as by this enſuing to the Ah 


Letter will appeare , wherein thou maiſ} read ſuch 5,5" the 
4 not or 10u8 lmpo {ture of 1 thars, Pery truely rela. Eng.A9,1646, 
ted,as did ruſtly make them become oatous and de. 
teſted among ſi the ſaid Georgians ( ſo are they m 
Europe amongſt all goed Chriſtians ) and for 
which they deſerued no leſſe puniſhment then was 
iuſty infli Fed pon two of their fraternity , in 
China, the one, * Martinez, that was whipt to > Sag 
teath, the other Sebaſtian Fernandus , that waz PatP.339-& . 
A 3 ſet 


ſet on the Pillory,both for the like occfe | 
poſtures derefFed in that remote Kinjggame, oity 
0n two other of their prof eſſ10n in Geraany hi 
were very lately apprebended and puniffſed-,the: 
at Strasburg,and the other at Leipfick 
Strasburg as certaine intelligence \amnforms 'y, 
fromtboſe parts) did confeſſe that bimſel 7 was one 
of the thirtie leſuites that were imployed to þ 
Agents for the Catholique cauſe inthe preſs 
warres in Germany: And how that the bufm 
they were ſent out for, wasto poyſon and makg awhy 
the chiefe$t Generalls,Captaines, C ommaniders a 


others of greateſt note,that either by counſell or my: 
litary ation did oppoſe the proceedings of the By 
perour.Which when the Proteſtanrs of * Scrasbu bo 
aid vnderſtand, they were not neglivent to rowdy 
him OY to bis 1uFt deſert. j 
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To the moſt holy and Learned Abbot 


; SOPHRONIVS, GREGORI1vs 
Monke and Prieſt wiſheth happi- 
neſſe from God. 


Moſt holy and learned 4bbot; 


ET IER. 


try of the Georgians ) 
wherein vee decla- 
red particularlywhat 
bl datly occurrences 

Ws. en In our 
iourney,and how courteoully wee were cn- 
tertained by Termuraſes, Prince of the Georgi- 


ans. 
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A Xarration of 


'c@mmon people of leſſe account hee put to 


—— 


ans. Now while we tarried rwo daics at Tra- 
pezunt (a citty in the countrey of Pontws ) we 
recciucd letters from you : which when we 
pervſed,and had exactly conſidered the ſub- 
ſtance thereof, wee gaue thankes vnto God 
for ſtrengthning and confirming you. 
Among other matters , thercin you rc 
quire vSto cerzefie you concerning the Mar- 
ryrdome that the mother of the aforeſaid 
Prince Termuraſes (uftcred by the moſt wic:- 
ked King of the Perſians : which according: 
ly wewill relate vnto you with all poſſible 
brevity,intending ſhortly to ſee you , when 
being preſent we ſhall more ar largerchearle 
theſame with other matters of moment. 
The King of the Perfrans, hauing determi- 
ned to make warreagainſt that godly Prince 
T eimuraſes and thereſt of the orthodox Geor. 
giansintheyeare 1614. with a great Armic he 
came to Cachetium;purpoling to ſubdue their 
whole dominion , 2 no cheir Cirties 
and Townes hee partly ſpoiled by: fire, and 
partly laid levell with the ground : The 
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ſword, together with aged perſons, women 
well ftriken in yeares, and tender infants 
ruthfullro behold: And, all being laid waſt, 
the reſt hce carried away captiue, amongft 
whom there was the Honourable mother of 
Temuraſes, Ketaban by name, which he had 
taken ata certaine Towne called Cremes. 
Theſethings thus diſpatcht, he betooke 
himſelfe againe ro Perſia, carrying with 
him almoſt allthe mulcitude of people thar 
were captiues , as likewiſe great {tore of 
old and filuer, with abundance of moſt 
pretious houtholdſtuffe. Whither when 
they were come, report goes that the King 
oaue himſclfe wholly to idleneſle, and for 
the ſpace of cight daics followed his pa- 
{time and recreation, hauing firlt publiſhed 
acommand by acomm2n Cryer that none 
of the Captiues ſhould be {ould, ſaue the 
women hs Afterward being aſcended into 
his Royall ſcat, appointing allo be broughr 
before him,in one houre he beheaded aboue 
an hundred of fuch perſons as had borne 
any publike office among the Georgrans: 
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and for the reſidue, ſome ofthem by intice. 
ments he drew to embrace his ſuperttition; 
others that refuſed toyeeld ro his perfwalt- 
ons, he made bond{laues vnto his ſubiccts. 
This done, he calls for the Princes Mother, 
whocomming to him, he ſolicites her after 
this manner. 

Your olde age, © Ketaban, in courteſy { ho- 
nour, and your ſelfe 7 doe reverence and eſtceme 
no leſſe then my owne naturall muther; And as for 
the remainder of yeares which you haue yet to line, 
my defire and bearty wiſh #,that you ſhould Fþend 
the ſame in reſt and quietneſſe, as becomes *ſuch 

raue matrons and Mothers of Princes; EFpeci- 
ally being as you are, for auncientneſſe and wiſdome 
eminent and venerable.Now one thing there is that 
I de(we ' you to grant me, namely 0 forſake the Re- 
ligion pratiſed in your C ountry , and embrace 
Ours, as of allothers being abſolutely the moi 
holy. For, you know. to _ 4 Mortall inſtead 
of a God 144 point of impicty in the highe$i de- 
gree This if youpleaſe to aſSent vnto, then you ſhall 
not anly baue the comfortable enioyment of your life, 
&/ liberty, but alſo be advanced to preateſt ho- 
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nuurs, and withall admitted to bee even my moi 
matime freend and familiar acquaintance. 

Whileſt he with theſe & ſuch like intice- 
ing words went about to ſeduce her to his 
ſuperſtition, ſhee was fo farre from yeelding 
ro his perſvwafions, thaton the contrary be. 
ing provok't by his allurements, with a long 
and reſolute ſpeech thus (hee made him an- 
ſyyere, laying. 

Wherefore doſt thou tempt me thou vngratious 
wight? Why dos thou labour to depriue me of all 
eternity for thoſe few dates which I haue yet to 
liue? dow long f pray thee, doſ# thou thinke, ſhall 
[ (ſo aged) yet ſurviue? Or ſuppoſe I were aſſured 
t0 [pin out the thred of my life longer then other 
Morralls, were: /awfull for me, 0 thou vaine fel - 
low,to cheat ecozen my ſelfe of that bleſſed State, 
which ſhall be everlaſting &) without ending, for a 
fleeting and tranfitory life beret Or canſt thou imas 
gine that I am ſo flupid &) [enſeleſſe. as to be drawne 
by the hope or fruition of any of thy dignitiesto fru- 


rate and betray my 0wne ſaluation, which I pre- 


ferre before the whole world? Farre be it from mee, 
that I, who-ytterly abhorre your iollity of delight 
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and fantaſies ſhould in ar.y kinde diſhonour or deny 
Him, whom youcall a Mortal. For bee it was 
that through bis owne pretious blood hauing freed 
mee from T hine and the Divells temptations , by 
bu reſurreftion hath raiſed mee to life be being in. 
deed the Sauiour of all, even God Almighty. 
 _ Morcouer ſhee called him robber and 
wicked Tran, that ſo baſely, ſo wretchedly 
and not as became a King,hadſct ypon them 
and ſpoiled moſtoftheir Cirries. 

This reply of hers when the King heard 
he was very highly diſpleaſed, and by his 
fearfull & terrible threats would haue daun- 
ted her courage and conſtancy. Howbeit 
thereby he added more ſpirits to her bold- 
neſſe, the ſteadfaſtly cleauing ro that firme 
Rocke, namely to Chriſt. (For, you know,no- 
ble & generous minds are wont more cager- 
ly co withſtand the oppoſition of what cre 
ſtriues againſt them.) Herevpon ſtraightway 
he commaunded to caſt her into a ſeethmg 
Caldron: ynto which ſhe haſtned as if ic had 
beene to her bed-chamber. Therein being 


boyled vntill ſhe yeilded vp her Spirit ro _ 
L or: 
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A Cruell Martyrdome. 


Lord and had recciued the crowne of Har- 
tyr dome, thee was afterward throwne forth 
vponthe bare ground,deſtirute of Chriſtian 
buriall. 
Now there was one Meachla formerl! 

a waiting maid tothis bleſſed Keraban, bur ar 
thai time a companion in Captivity, whom 
one of rhe Peeres of the Kingdome kepr 
then in bondage.Shebcholding the death of 
her Lady, whom ſhce exceeding greatly lo- 
ved,out ofa pious affection was moucd tro 
preſeruc the Corps, And to cftcct this deſire 
the perſwaded her then Lord and Maſter 
to procure the ſame Corps, as being a rich 
booty for which hee might receiue a great 
lumme of mony from T eimuraſes, ſonne to. 
the ſaid deceaſcd Martyr. In hope hereof he 
ſent this Monachla with two other of his (er- 
vants, privily to fetch away the dead body, 
the ſame night after it was calt forth as a- 
forcſaid. Waich when Monachla had trimly 
Waſhed and put in a coffin, the ſafcly laid vp, 
hiding itin the moſt inward and cloſeſt part 
ofthe houſe, vnrill ſuch time as ſome Embal- 
B 3 ſador 
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ſador came from Iberia, that ſhould make 
*rruce and redeeme both Her and the Corps of 
her Laay. For ſhee knew very well that the 
Georgians Were notable to bicker with, or 
ſtand our long againſtche King of the Per/i- 
ans. Wherefore thee was confident , that al- 
beir he had conquered and ruin'd moſt of 
their trownes, yet they would ſhortly obraine 
alcague,andeſtabliſhpeace with him,which 
tcil out ſo indeed+ 

But nowto informe you of ſome occur- 
rences happening when the corps ſhould hauc 
beene brought backe againe, ir is expedient 
tharl rehearſe vnto you, ſome tricks of le. 
gerdemaine and notorious couſenage , well 
worth your attention. 

At that time there [tued in Perfia certaine 
Bretheren, comne from old Rome, who were 
called leſuites. Thelc, as themſclues preten- 
ded, came thither to the end they might 
convert that Nation from impious ſuper. 
ſticion, and teach the true worthip of Chrift 
But ſuch was the peoples frowardneſſe, and 
obltinate wilfulneſſe of that Country , wr 
theſe 


the leſ utts Impo | ture. 
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| thele leſuites durſt norfo much as mutter or 


gainſay them. Herevpon it ſeemes) they re- 
jolucd to depart to ſome other place where 
they might diſparch what they were ſent 
tor, with more ſucceſſc and advantage, ha. 
uing better opportunity ro promote their 
pretended dchhigne. Theſe men therefore 
ſought for the dead body of Ketaban which 
they ſuppoled was caſt away & little {et by, 
ycr could not findeit: And hauing no farther 
lift or lealure to make more ſearch, thinking 
that it was torne in peices by ſome wild 
bealts, they berooke themſclues to their 
journey,and in the high way light vpon a 
Carkaſſe, the head whereof they rooke, & ha. 
uing perfumed it with ſweet oyntments and 
hand ſomely wound it vp, they carried along 
with them into Jberia. Then approaching 
necre tothe City where Termuraſes did 'Te- 
ide, they ſent ſome meſſengers to relate vn- 
tohim how that certaine Chriſttans, ſuch as 
led an holy Apoſtolique life, were come to his 
molt renowned and Chriſtian excellency, 
zuing brought With them the pretious and 
wonder - 
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: onder-working Head of his morhes Ketaban, 


that lace famous Martyr and champion of 


Chrift: Andalbeit they vicd the beſt meancs 


poſſible to purchaſe the whole body entire, 
yet this was all they couldprocure cither for 
l-ue or mony, hauing indeed paſſed 
through no ſmall perill before they could 
obraine it; burafter much adoe being once 
got, though cut off and ſeperated from the 
body, yetby the wonderfull vertue thereof 
rogerher withthe power of their prayers & 


ſupplications they had becne freed and dc-_ 


liuered from very many dangers, and at 
lengrh they were arriued at his country with 
this holy and bleſſed Head of the faid Mar: 
tyr in ſafety, 

7 eimuraſes hearing this , out of his great 
eſteeme and reverence had towards ol 
Martyrs, but chiefly being moued with the 
narurall affc&ion and great loue that hee 
bare towards his dzace deceaſed Mother, 
Wenta daies journey to meet theſe men. ac. 
companicd with a great mulrirude of his 
owne peoplc, the Cleargy and Xobility of 
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Iberia: And fo after a ſolemne manner ha. 
ving in ſuch flouriſhing pompe brought the 
Relique to Cachetium in Iberia, with great ſtate 


and magnificence they placed itinthe Tem - 


ple of chat noble Martyr S. George Aleberdel. 
And as for the Jeſuits the Prince had them in 
high eſteeme,placing them in faire & ample 
manf1ons , and appointing no ſmall atren- 
dants ro wait vpon them, 

But now marke their fraud Therehcin 
honourable preſents and preferments pro- 
ter d them from the Princeghey virerly retuſed 
toaccept of any, alleaging this reaſon, be- 
cauſe it did not become them that had vow- 


ed pouerty,and defzred to lead an:holy Jpo- 


folique life as they did, to admir of any ſuch 


dignity and honour. Herevpon they were 
reputed very wiſe and diſcreet men, adorned 
with thoſerare vertues, Humility and Prudence, 
appearing to be ſuch as mortified rhemſclues 
by frequent abſtinence, being conſtant in 
their daily devotions: And robec briefe, for 
holineſle of life and integrity of converſation 


they ſeemed ro be the very expreſſe and liue 
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ly images ofthe Apoſiles. 


This did greatly aft-& the Prince, inſo- 
much that for two or three daics , when hee 
cameto worſhip the Relique , at bis returne he 
youchfafcd to vilite theſe leſmts, and cntring 
the ſtatcly dwellings aſſigned them, hee had 
familiar conference with them. So likewiſe 
did his Courticrs and Noblemen, whoout 
ofa ccrtainc emulation offered rich gifts in 
honour of the Princes Mother,and with ſum- 
pruous preſents greatly enriched the Tem- 
ple. Which devour libcralicy when the Teſts 
obſcrued,they thereby were putin hope that 
the wealth & creaſurcof the Temple would 
be daily augmented, indging of the future in- 
creaſeby the preſent great acceſſe of bounty: 
Then what doe they, bur goe to the Prince, 
and tell him that they are but Monaſticall men 
addictcd toa folitary,frugall and rigid courk 
of life: and therefore ic was not meet or con: 
venicnt for themrto inhabit ſumpruous butt 
dings . ſomelittle chamber or meane cotrage 
would {uffticethem wel-cnough ; wherctore 
they did bumbly beſeech his Excellency for 


licence 


C 


| by the Jeſuits. 


13 


licence toremoue from their preſent habica. 
tion,and ſettle themſelues ncare to the place 
where the Relique ofthe Martyr was kept, and 
rhatthe charge and cuſtody has might 
be committed to Them, who had taken great 
careand paines toget it brought thither. 
This their requeſt ſeemed but juſt and ec. 
quitable,very conſonant to their profeſſion 
and courſe of life. The Prmce then out of his 
good opinion of their holy purpoſe, by and 
by gaue order they ſhould hauc licence and 
 libety to changetheir manſion, and beead- 
mitted intoa houſencare the Temple, wherc- 
in ſome Monks of that countrey did reſide. 
Thus being planted and placed according 


O 


ro their owne delice, from thenceforth. 


they ceaſed not openly to report how that 
theſaid Relique did worke Mrracles: which 
notwithſtanding were evident and viſibly 
made knowne only to their friends and men 
oftheir owne houſhold. This being divul- 
ged and bruted abroad, people of all forts 
with great devotion and zcale flocked thi- 
ther, bringing abundacne of gifts aa pre- 
© 3 ſents: 
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icnts: All which the leſuites readily accepting 
and kindly taking into their poſſeſſion, tome 
{mall portion thereof they bettowed vpon 
the laid Monkes of that place, boldly affirm- 
ing and making them belecue,char, in regard 
of the Relique which they had brought, and 
was thencommitrted to their truſt ro be con. 
{crued in ſafety, the Prince had granted them 
licence to appropriate vnto themſclues all 
benefits and commodiries accrewing there- 
by: Howbeir, notwithſtanding that, out of 
che courtely& louethey bare to them being 
ioynt-renants or co-inhabirants with them, 
they were content(though the Prince knew 
nothing of it) toallotthem part of their com. 
mings$in: yet vpon this condition, that they 
{ſhould never reveale ro any man what be. 
came of the preſents and offerings that werc 
brought, whereof they were made parta- 
kers. (Note how cunningly and craftily theſe men 
dealt.) 

When thereforethe rumor of theſe mira- 
cles, which they had confidently reported, 
Was noſed abroad throughout all 7beria, a 
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great manyicke folkes and diſeaſed perſons 
reſorted tothem in hope of cure, whom the 
Feſuits, after they had made them yeeld due 
obciſance and reverence to the Rel:que, ſent a- 


way bleſt and fortifyed /forfoorh} with the 


beniſon and figne of the crofſe. And ifa- 


ny among them were difcaſcd with ſome 
mortall and incurable infirmity , ſuch they 
pronounced to be yncleane and borne in1in, 
and therefore hauing firſt at their departure 
made confeſſion of thcir treſpaſſes, they ad 
moniſhed them cherctully ro vndertake to 
jatisfy the Canon in point of pennance, and af. 
terthey were purified & thereby fully clean- 
{:d, then might rhey returne againe to the 
Relique: Bur theſe, alas, while they waited for 
the day appointed, and expected recouecry, 
were, (as their confeſſors knew would come 
to paſſe) found departed our of this mortal! 
ite, Howbeitſuch as were afflicted with lel- 
izr dilcaſes, to them they applyed wholſome 
nd convenient medicines: for belike they 
12d ſome $kill in the taculry of admini- 
ftrng Phyicke. Theſe, being healed, they ad» 
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mitted to confeſſion, granting themall things 

requilite, when they were once freed from the 
bond of their iniquiries,auerring that the au. 
thority lo to doe did appertaine oncly to them: 


Becaule,as they taught,the povyer of beſtow: 


ing Saluation is only proper to them, vnto 


whom the 4peſtoligue Miniſtery is committed 
vpon truſt by him,tharis the Prince and head 
ofthe Church. Neither did that benigne and 
bounrifull Jeſu,for his exceeding great mercics 
towards vs, leaue vs altogether ſuccourleſſc 
and deſtitute of aide, bur hee governes and 
directs vs (faid they) by his Proxy and vice- 
gerent namely the Pope of Tome, with a ma- 
ny other ſuch like lefſons did they Catechize 
and ſeduce the vulgar at the time of their 
ſhrifting and confeſſion. 

And although ſome perceiued this their 
iugling deceic and [mpoſture, yer none durſt 
ſo much as whiſper or giue any intimation 
thereof for feare of the Prince, who was 
knowne to loue and reſpect them; cſpecial- 
ly becauſe he obſcrued the moſt of his No#/es 


to be itoyned with them by the ftrongelt tyc 
of 
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of friendſhip. For partly by gifts, (for ſo thoſe 
Knaucsabuſcd the Preſents of the Temple to 
win the peoples affeftion by Bribery) and 
partly by Hypocrify and diſſembled Sandi- 
ty, they gained themſclues friends, and per- 
{wwaded tome of thebetter ſortto avouch vn- 
to Temuraſes thatthey had becne cye-witne(- 
ſes of the moſt of the faid miracles which 
were wreught by char Relique: and that they 
or any of them ſhould recciuca iuſt recom- 
pence ofreward from the _—_ Iudge, if 
they could by any meane- inaflame and excite 
the mindes of Prince and people vnto ſalua- 
tion and Godlineſle, yea, though they did.cf- 
fect the fame by lying, diſſembling, & coun. 
cerfeixing perfvalions: for theſe they called 
their holy frauds. Now this was {ubully and 
purpoſely by them thus done, to the cnd 
they might bee able to produce proofe by 
witneſſes to the Prince and people of theſe mz. 
racles, Whichthey had reported ro haue beene 
wrought by the ,/artyr,and that they might 
not want protectors and adherents to fide 
with & ſupportthem incaſe the times thould 


change | 
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change, as verily it fell our ſhortly after. 
For when the fame'of the ſaid: firange 
wonders and Miracles was diſperſed through 
all quartersin Iberia, it Was made knowwne al- 
ſo among the Perſians, and fo came to the 
cares of Moachla formerly a waiting gentle- 
womantothe aid Hartyr, who ſtraight- way 
addreſſed letters to Teimuraſes, wherein (hee. 
aſſured hinytharthe Corps of her Lady was in 
her cuſtody. The Letters being brought to 
Tetmuraſes hee concealed the contents and 
would notdiſclofe the news, bur ſemt his Em- 
baſſadonars to make trace with the Perſsans, 
charging themto require his mothers Corps, 
The Embaſſadours therevpon concluded a 
peace, difpatchr their Maſters commaund, 
redeemed very many Georgians ,, and Moa- 
chla among thereſt, and brought backe a- 
oaine into /berta, the dead body of thir Princes 
mother, which -(the cheſt or coffin wherein 
it Was conſerued being opened) they knew 
very well by certainc markcs to be the very 
body of Ketaban. Wherefore the Prince, being 
incenſed with juſt anger and indign —_ 
0 
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ofhand commanded that the Icluites ſhould 
be impriſoned. Bur they (falſe Knaues) pre- 
uented the danger by flying to thoſe X(oble 
mens houſes, whom they had taughttoly and 
£quiuocate, in making them profeſle that 
they wereeye-witnefles of rhe wonders, or 
rather de/ufions, lately wrought by the Head- 
relique: and being driuento that ſtrait, they 
prevailed ſo farre with the X(obles, as to boe 
permitted to continue ſecret in their houſes 
till their Princes wrath was appealed, putting 
them in hopethat they would vadoubtedly 
deviſe ſome way how themſclues might-bee 
excuſed to the Prince: who in the meane 
while cauſed his mothers Corps to. bee ſafely 
laid vp inthe ſaid Temple of S. George Aleber- 
del, where alſo was kept the ſuppoled Re- 
lique. 
Three daies after, the Seduced Nobles, ac- 
cording as they recciucd dire&tion from their 


prompters, the Jeſuits, vvenr tothe Prince, & , 


cold him that albcir the ſaid prime-capitall. Re- 
lique was not the very very-beadof his Mo- 


ther, yer becauſc ic had done miracles,and was 
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a hallowed thing,therefore did it merit reve- 
rence. Neither had the fraternity of the Je. 
ſuites commired any forgerics , or done any 
feats ro cozcnor gull him, but only for this 
end thar they might magnity his Mother, and 
ro make her molt holy Martyraome the more 
famous andrenowned. 
The Prince well percciuing theſe coloura- 
-ble prerences, thereby knew that his Peerts 
and Noblesthemlelues were not inexculable 
from difſimulation and immpoſture: yer becaule 
he ſtood in need of their aide & attendance, 
andalfo feared to be aſſaulted by one Ma. 
raes, whom he had cxpulſed and- taken pol. 
ſeſſton of his principality; Therefore he was 
content to heare themraſke,ſcering to give 
credit and afſent vntotheir fayings: A ad for. 
their ſakes forbare to profecure and {tay tic 
Teſuites, whom notwithſtanding the Aov/:s 
had determined to revcale and betray rather 
then come in icopardy themlelues by kee- 
ping them lurking ia their houles + Ando 
preventall future danger, if atcerward {trict 


engGuiry Were made for them . that ime 
3 
Prince 
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Prince might not take them 'in a lie, 
they wiſely relolued vpon this courſe,name. 
ly toridchemſclues quite of theſe impoſtors 
by cauſing them to depart out of their hou- 
ſes and country, and ſo they were conveicd 
into the next neighbouring territories. Bur 
now the great reproach, ſhame and dil. 
grace to theirprofeſſion which theſe decei- 
ucrs left behind them, throughour all Iberia, 
eſpecially by reaſon of Moachla,which in my 
opinion was moreignominious then if they 
had ſuffered death, I amſcarceable torelate. 
Here then was the end of this Comedy. 
Within a few daies after, there vvere two 
wagoners of Iberia, who returning from Per- 
ſaintotheir ownecoittry told how they had 
brought ſome leſuites hither, and how that 
inthe way, finding certaine dead carcaſſes, 
{molt likely of ſome rheeues and robbers) 
the Brethren, whom they conveyed, lighted 
from their horſes,and hauing cut off the head 
of a bearaleſſe youth, throwne among the reſt, 
they carricdiitto their lodging, where they 
boyled and embalmed ir. The relation of 
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theſe Wagoners being made knowne to Tei- 
muraſes, he lends for them,vviho. being come 
to him he frictly and d.ligently examines, 
about rhis which they reported, and findin 
all likelyhood of iruth in their ſaid relation, 
he ſends them to looke vpon the head.re- 
ligue, which when they had beheld they 
profeſſed that it was the very lame head that 
was cut off in their journey ; and then at 
length by the Princes peremptory com- 
maund, who-very much repented that the 
knauſh Teſuits had not beene beheaded, the 
ſunking 1eelique was calt ourwith. thame c- 
nough: And the Prince being, mightily n- 
cenled, he gaue prohibition ro his ſubiects, 
that none of them ſhould worſhip the dead 
body of his Mother, or obſcrue to keepe any 
Fekitivall dates, ſaue the feaſt of S .(Teor ge Ale- 
berdel, and. the feaſt of All.Saints : adding 
withall, chat if Ketahan was. a Saint, then 
doubcleſſe ſhe was compriſ:d in the num» 
ber of All-Saints, And thus was the whole 
matter ended. | 

Now for my part, muſt profeſlc my ſite 


{re 


 — 


by the leſuits. 


C——  ——————— 


23 


ſore perplexed in confcience, and much grei- 
ved that I committed this great folly, name- 
ly forthatl did worſhip and yceld honour 
to a Kelique of an Fnfidell and Barbarian, per- 
chance of ſome theete and common robber, 
becauſe indeed I thought thereby ro become 
gracious with the Prince Teimuraſes. Bur 
God grant the ſinne may light vpon their 
beads that were the cauſcs and authors 
of it. 

Theſe things I chought meet to impart 
ynto you at this time by letters. Hereafter 
when we ſhall /by Gods helpe) come thi- 
ther, | truſt wee ſhall ſee you, and enioy mu- 
ruall conference together : And then you 
hall more fully vnderſtand both theſe and 
other matters, aſwell what was done there, 
as likewiſe what you required of mc in your 
lalt lerter. 


Trapmzvni May 16. 
Ann. 1626. 


Your moſt lowng and devoted 


GREGORY: 


